Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.020 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.140; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
Related literature
. For another structure containing the 2,4,6-trimethylpyridinium cation, see: Abbasi et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
In connection with ongoing studies of the structural aspects of halo-metal anion salts (Ali & Al-Far, 2009 ), we herein report the crystal structure of the title compound. The asymmetric unit contains an anion and two independent cations (Fig. 1) . The geometry of ZnBr 4 2-anion is approximately tetrahedral. In the anion, the bond distances and angles fall in the range of those reported previously (Peng & Li, 2011) . In the cations, the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges compared to the salt containing 2,4,6-trimethylpyridinium cation (Abbasi et al., 2011) . 
Experimental
To a hot solution of 2,4,6-trimethylpyridine (0.122 g, 1 mmol) and 1 ml of 60% HBr dissolved in 95% EtOH (15 ml), a hot solution of ZnCl 2 (0.136 g, 1 mmol) dissolved in 95% EtOH (10 ml) was added. The resulting mixture was then treated with liquid Br 2 (2 ml) and refluxed for 2 h. The resulting mixture was left undisturbed to evaporate at room temperature whereupon colorless plate crystals were formed after two days.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with N-H = 0.86 Å and C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å, for aryl and methyl H atoms, respectively. The Uiso(H) were allowed at 1.5Ueq(C methyl) or 1.2Ueq(N/C nonmethyl). An absolute structure was determined by using 797 Friedel pairs.
Computing details
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011) 
